


Beekeeping for our Future:  Let’s Paint it Bright! 

For the past several years, beekeeping has been painted as having a less 
than bright outlook in the future.  The painting actually started about 
twenty years ago with the mites wiping out a huge percentage of hive 
populations.  Then even more recently the widely publicized Africanized 
Honey Bee which has established much of Florida as their territory.  Toss 
Colony Collapse Disorder into the painting and the future of beekeeping 
may appear to be growing dim.  Adding to the picture, government 
regulation and fees, anti-beekeeping ordinances, public fear of bees, all 
make it difficult to recruit the next generation of young, fresh, new 
beekeepers into the hobby and/or industry who are the future of 
beekeeping.  All this at a time when economy is less than perfect, 
population is high, and the need for pollination of fruits and vegetables is 
of high importance. 

 It is evident that something has to change to brighten the future of 
beekeeping, whatever we are doing may require more thought… even re-
thinking.  Conditions have changed; things are no longer as they once 
were.  Methods that once proved to work well, may no longer work as 
well.  It is time for small and large beekeepers to not point fingers, but 
instead to unite to engage in “Beekeeping for our Future” to paint it 
bright.  

 We may have to consider, with open minds, alternative methods of 
beekeeping.  We may need to spend more time with media and local 
government to change the focus from fear of bees to the need for bees, 
including a push for more bee-friendly regulations, less financial start-up 
burdens, and fewer restrictions for those desiring to begin managing 
gentle bees even in backyard, residential, and urban settings.  

This convention goal is to peak, stir, and revive interest  in the craft of 
beekeeping… even the exploration of once controversial, alternative 
ideas, paint again the bright picture, increase public awareness of the 
need for bees and beekeepers throughout their community, dispel myths 
and fears which label all bees as the scary bees and which have resulted 
in unnecessary restrictions on beekeeping, show other ways that bees 
and products of the hive that are interesting, beneficial, fun, and 
profitable.  
                     - Dennis Riggs, Beekeepers Association of Southwest Florida 



 

Florida State Beekeepers Association 
BBQ Cookout, Pot Luck Dinner & Business Meeting ~ 2010

At Keith & Melissa’s, 3004 El Dorado Blvd., Cape Coral FL 33993 
Thursday, October 28 

6:00 p.m. Prayer Laurence Cutts  
6:05 p.m. Meal Served Outdoors BBQ Chicken, BBQ 

Pork, Veggie Burgers, 
Veggie Hot Dogs, other 
Veggie Options by 
Melissa, Wild Rice 
(Medley), salad, various 
drinks (coffee, tea, 
soda, etc.), plus 
whatever turns up as 
POTLUCK. 

7:00 p.m. Bonfire (starts) Fireside 
7:20 p.m Auction Poolside 
7:30 p.m. Business Meeting 

Starts 
Poolside  

9:00 p.m. Business Meeting 
Adjourns.  If 
necessary meeting 
can continue until 
10:00 p.m. 

Poolside 

10:00 p.m. Bonfire (ends) Lights Out < END > 
 

Florida State Beekeepers Association 
General Sessions (Seminar) 90th Annual Convention ~ 2010

Estero Community Park 
9200 Corkscrew Palms Blvd., Estero , FL   33928 

Friday, October 29 
7:30 a.m. Room A Registration, Walk-Ins FSBA Treasurer 
8:00 a.m. Room A Opening Remarks FSBA President 
8:10 a.m. Room A Prayer FSBA 
8:20 a.m. Room A Pledge of Allegiance FSBA 
8:25 a.m. Room A Housekeeping FSBA Vice Pres 
8:35 a.m. Room A Welcome FSBA 
8:45 a.m. Room A Introduction of FSBA Officers 

and Directors 
FSBA President 

8:55 a.m. Room A FL Dept of Agriculture and 
Apiary Inspection 

Jerry Hayes, 
Assistant Chief 

Room B Honey Bee Extension 
Resources Offered Through 
the University of Florida 

Catherine Nalen 

Arts & 
Crafts 

Candle Making Mother Andrea 



9:20 a.m. Room A Honey Bee Extension 
Resources Offered Through 
the University of Florida 

Catherine Nalen 

Room B Eastern Apicultural Society 
(EAS) 

Everett Zurlinden

Arts & 
Crafts 

Candle Making, continued Mother Andrea 

9:40 a.m. Room A Eastern Apicultural Society 
(EAS) 

Everett Zurlinden

Room B FL Dept of Agriculture and 
Apiary Inspection 

Jerry Hayes, 
Assistant Chief 

Arts & 
Crafts 

Candle Making, continued Mother Andrea 

10:00 a.m. < BREAK > 
10:20 a.m. Room A American Beekeeping 

Federation (ABF) 
David Mendes 

Room B Decline of the Pollinator Jerry Hayes 
Arts & 
Crafts 

Soap Making Don Downs 

10:45 a.m. Room A Honeybee Research UF Lab UF Staff 
Room B American Beekeeping 

Federation (ABF) 
David Mendes 

Arts & 
Crafts 

Soap Making, continued Don Downs 

11:10 a.m. Room A Decline of the Pollinator Jerry Hayes 
Room B Native Bee Research and 

Operation Pollinator 
Katie Buckley 

Arts & 
Crafts 

Hive Products Don Downs 

11:35 a.m. Room A Native Bee Research and 
Operation Pollinator 

Katie Buckley 

Room B Honeybee Research UF Lab UF Staff 
Arts & 
Crafts 

Hive Products, continued Don Downs 

12:00 p.m. < LUNCH (on your own) > 
1:00 p.m Room A Effects of Pesticides on 

Developing Honeybees 
Dr. Jamie Ellis 
UF/IFAS 

Room B Adventures and Bee 
Research in South Africa 

Anthony Vaudo 

Arts & 
Crafts 

Honeybee Products Rebecca Conroy 

1:30 p.m. Room A American Honey Queen 
Program 

Amy Roden 

Room B Effects of Pesticides on 
Developing Honeybees 

Dr. Jamie Ellis 
UF/IFAS 

Arts & 
Crafts 

Honeybee Products, 
continued 

Rebecca Conroy 



2:00 p.m. Room A Adventures and Bee 
Research in South Africa 

Anthony Vaudo 

Room B American Honey Queen 
Program 

Amy Roden 

Arts & 
Crafts 

Wine (Mead) Making Sandy 
Zahorchak 

2:35 p.m. Room A Top Bar Hives Sam Comfort 
Room B Sting Therapy Don Downs 
Arts & 
Crafts 

Wine (Mead) Making, 
continued 

Sandy 
Zahorchak 

3:00 p.m. <BREAK> 
3:20 p.m. Room A Treatment-Free Beekeeping Dean Stiglitz and 

Ramona 
Herboldsheimer 

Room B Top Bar Hives Sam Comfort 
Arts & 
Crafts 

Honey Extracting & Bottling 
(Equipment by Bert Kelley) 

Need Volunteer 

4:00 p.m. Room A Sting Therapy Don Downs 
Room B Treatment-Free Beekeeping Dean Stiglitz and 

Ramona 
Herboldsheimer 

Arts & 
Crafts 

Honey Extracting & Bottling 
(Equipment by Bert Kelley) 

Need Volunteer 

4:40 p.m. Room A Closing Comments FSBA President 
4:50 p.m. Room A < END OF PROGRAM >  
 

 

 

Florida State Beekeepers Association 
Awards Banquet, Honey Queen Program & Auction ~ 2010

Holiday Inn Fort Myers, Airport @ Town Center, 9931 Interstate 
Commerce Drive, Fort Myers, FL  33913  239-561-1550 

Friday, October 29 
6:30 p.m.  Opening Prayer  
6:35 p.m.  Meal  
7:00 p.m.  Changing of Officers  
7:15 p.m.  Awards  
7:30 p.m.  Honey Queen Program, and 

coronation of Honey Queen 
Beth Fox and 
Gary Ranker 

7:45 p.m.  Auction  
8:30 p.m.  Close  

 



Florida State Beekeepers Association 
Day in the Bee Yard ~ 2010

Estero Community Park 
9200 Corkscrew Palms Blvd., Estero , FL   33928 

Saturday, October 30 
8:00 a.m. 
 
 

Outside 
 

Lighting of Smokers and 
Proper Smoker Fuels 

State Inspector 
or Volunteer 

A Look Inside the Hive Freddie Howard 
8:20 a.m. Outside Bee Production David Mendes 

Honey Production Need Volunteer 
8:40 a.m. Outside Diseases and Parasites S.I. or Volunteer 

Bee Beard Laurence Cutts 
9:00 a.m. Inside Hive Assembly ~ Langstroth Volunteer 

Queen Production and 
Identification 

Ted Miksa 

Outside Lighting of Smokers and 
Proper Smoker Fuels 

State Inspector 
or Volunteer 

9:20 a.m. Inside Hive Assembly ~ Langstroth Volunteer 
Outside A Look Inside the Hive Freddie Howard 

Bee Production David Mendes 
9:40 a.m. Inside Hive Assembly ~ Top Bar Sam Comfort 

Outside Honey Production Need Volunteer 
Diseases and Parasites S.I. or Volunteer 

10:00 a.m. Inside Hive Assembly ~ Top Bar Sam Comfort 
Queen Production and 
Identification 

Ted Miksa 

Outside Bee Beard Laurence Cutts 
10:20 a.m. Inside Hive Assembly ~ Top Bar Sam Comfort 

Outside Lighting of Smokers and 
Proper Smoker Fuels 

State Inspector 
or Volunteer 

A Look Inside the Hive Freddie Howard 
10:40 a.m. Inside Honey Extraction & Bottling Bert Kelley 

Outside Bee Production David Mendes 
11:00 a.m. Inside Honey Extraction & Bottling Bert Kelley 

Outside Honey Production Need Volunteer 
Diseases and Parasites S.I. or Volunteer 

11:20 a.m. Inside Honey Extraction & Bottling Bert Kelley 
Queen Production and 
Identification 

Ted Miksa 

Outside Bee Beard Laurence Cutts 
11:40 a.m. Inside Honey Extraction & Bottling Bert Kelley 

Outside Lighting of Smokers and 
Proper Smoker Fuels 

State Inspector 
or Volunteer 

A Look Inside the Hive Freddie Howard 
12:00 p.m. < LUNCH on Your Own > 



12:40 p.m. Inside Honey Products David Webb 
Outside Bee Production David Mendes 

1:00 p.m. Inside Honey Products David Webb 
Outside Honey Production Need Volunteer 

Diseases and Parasites S.I. or Volunteer 
1:20 p.m. Inside Candle Making Mother Andrea 

Outside Bee Beard Laurence Cutts 
1:40 p.m. Inside Candle Making Mother Andrea 

Queen Production and 
Identification 

Ted Miksa 

Outside Lighting of Smokers and 
Proper Smoker Fuels 

State Inspector 
or Volunteer 

2:00 p.m. Inside Sting Therapy Don Downs 
Outside A Look Inside the Hive Freddie Howard 

2:20 p.m. Inside Sting Therapy Don Downs 
Outside Bee Production David Mendes 

Honey Production Need Volunteer 
2:40 p.m. Inside Bee Products, Medicinal Don Downs 

Outside Wax Processing & Refining John Adams 
3:00 p.m. Inside Queen Production and 

Identification 
Ted Miksa 

Outside Diseases and Parasites S.I. or Volunteer 
3:20 p.m. Inside Bee Products, Medicinal Don Downs 

Outside Lighting of Smokers and 
Proper Smoker Fuels 

State Inspector 
or Volunteer 

A Look Inside the Hive Freddie Howard 
Work in 
during day 
and repeat 
if needed. 
Based on 
crowd or 
group size 
and 
interest. 

Outside Wax Processing & Refining John Adams 
Inside Best Management Practices S.I. or Volunteer 
“Outside” stations are staggered based on a rotation interval 
of 20 minutes.  Groups may move to another station every 20 
minutes.  This may allow attendees to catch all OUTSIDE 
events whether arriving early, late, or in the middle of the 
program.  “Inside” stations are a little different in that the first 
event repeats 3 times for 20 minutes each, 2nd station 
repeats 3 times for 20 minutes each, and so on. 
 
Some “Inside” stations may be displays which remain throughout 
the event and can be visited/viewed at any time. 
 
This schedule may be adjusted on the fly as necessary. 

4:00 p.m. < END OF DAY IN BEE YARD > 
 

 

 



ABOUT THE SPEAKERS 
Jerry Hayes is Florida's Chief Apiarist, overseeing beekeeping 
inspection in the Sunshine state, with a staff of qualified 
inspectors. 

http://www.doacs.state.fl.us/pi/plantinsp/apiary/apiary.html 

He has been instrumental in developing a research program in 
cooperation with Dr. Jamie Ellis at the University of Florida and 
the CMAVE USDA lab on the UF campus, under direction of 
Dr.Peter Teal. 

Dr. Jamie Ellis is Florida's Cooperative Extension beekeeping 
specialist, who oversees an active research and educational 
program at the University of Florida. This includes a yearly "Bee 
College" and a Master Beekeeper Progam: 
http://ufhoneybee.com .  Several of Dr. Ellis' students will be 
speaking as well. 

Dean Stiglitz and Laurie (aka Ramona) Herboldsheimer are 
treatment-free beekeepers from Massachusetts. They own 
Golden Rule Honey http://www.beeuntoothers.com . Laurie and 
Dean are also board members of the Worcester County 
Beekeepers Association and organizers of the annual Northeast 
Treatment Free Beekeeping Conference held in Leominster, 
Massachusetts. 

Laurie and Dean are the authors of The Complete Idiot's Guide 
to Beekeeping (released May 4, 2010, by Penguin) which is 
written from the treatment-free perspective. 

Donald Downs is a practicing member of the American 
Apitherapy Society: 
 http://www.apitherapy.org/about-aas/board/donald-downs  



From Wellington, Ohio he has been a beekeeper for 45 year 
practicing apitherapy for 28 years. He presently has 35 hives 
from which he produces honey, pollen, beeswax hand cream, 
and propolis tincture. He uses apitherapy to help individuals with 
MS, cancer, Parkinsons, arthritis, and other various ailments. 
He is also known for treating people with unusual conditions. He 
also takes a special interest in producing his own vinegar. He is 
a forefather of organic bee keeping. 

David Mendes is President of the American Beekeeping 
Federation http://abfnet.org.  He operates a commercial 
pollination business that specializes in moving bees from coast 
to coast during the flowering season called Headwater Farms. 

Sam Comfort runs Anarchy Apiaries, a beekeeping operation 
based on top bar hives. 
http://anarchyapiaries.org/hivetools/node/32  

Amy Roden is National Honey Princess 

http://abfnet.org/displaycommon.cfm?an=1&subarticlenbr=12.  
She is a senior at the University of Wisconsin-Green Bay, where 
she is pursuing a bachelor's degree in Organizational 
Communication.  In her spare time, Amy enjoys beekeeping, 
singing, being a 4-H leader and helping out on her family's dairy 
farm. 

Ted Miksa is the son of one of Florida's premier queen 
breeders, David Miksa of Miksa Honey Farms.  See their 
advertisement featured in this brochure. 

Sandy Zahorchak is with Time to Make Wine in Cape Coral, 
FL.  

http://timetomakewine.com/home.html  

 




